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According to the July 3 edition of the FSLN (Sandinista National Liberation Front) newspaper,
BARRICADA, two officers of the Indian contra organization, KISAN, have surrendered to Sandinista
authorities. Former chief of psychological operations, Mauricio Isaias, and commander Ismael
Rodriguez told BARRICADA that their decision was a result of the autonomy plan for the coastal
Indian population sponsored by Managua, and generalized demoralization affecting KISAN under
direction by the CIA and the main contra army, the Nicaraguan Democratic Front (FDN). Isaias and
Rodriguez said they suspected that the FDN and the CIA were engaged in a campaign to create and
exacerbate tensions in the northern coastal region by pitting the ethnic minority groups against each
other. Isaias told BARRICADA that the Honduran army commander of the fifth infantry battalion,
Lt. Col. Eric Sanchez works closely with KISAN to obtain new recruits in the refugee camps. Both
men said CIA personnel are also involved in these efforts. The CIA reportedly attracts new recruits
by offering them $150 per month to join KISAN, but payment is haphazard at best.
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